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Published in 1934, "The Ways of White Folks" is a seminal work by the
renowned African American writer and poet Langston Hughes. Set in 1920s
Harlem, the novel follows the experiences of Ray Fisher, a young black
man who leaves his Southern roots to pursue a new life in the vibrant
cultural hub of New York City. As Ray navigates the complexities of his new
surroundings, he encounters a diverse cast of characters who challenge his
preconceptions and force him to grapple with the realities of race and
identity in America.
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A Tapestry of Rich and Complex Characters

One of the strengths of "The Ways of White Folks" lies in its memorable
and nuanced characters. Ray Fisher, the protagonist, is a complex and
relatable figure. He embodies the aspirations and anxieties of many African
Americans during the early 20th century, as they sought to break free from
societal constraints and find their place in a rapidly changing world.

The novel also introduces us to a host of other characters who represent
different aspects of American society. These include Vera Kelsey, a wealthy
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white woman who becomes Ray's love interest, and her husband Roger, a
successful businessman with conflicting views on race. There's also Dr.
Ellington, a dedicated black doctor who serves as a mentor to Ray, and
Aunt Hagar, a wise and compassionate housekeeper who provides Ray
with a sense of stability and support.

Exploring the Labyrinth of Race

At its core, "The Ways of White Folks" is a profound exploration of race and
its impact on American society. Through Ray's experiences, Hughes
exposes the complexities of racial prejudice and the ways in which it
permeates every aspect of life, from education and employment to social
interactions and romantic relationships.

The novel delves into the psychological toll that racism takes on its victims.
Ray, for instance, grapples with feelings of self-doubt and inferiority, as he
constantly struggles to overcome the barriers that society places in his
path. Hughes also exposes the hypocrisy and double standards that often
accompany racial discrimination, as many white characters profess to
believe in equality while simultaneously upholding practices that perpetuate
inequality.

A Timeless Examination of American Society

"The Ways of White Folks" is not merely a historical document; it remains a
deeply relevant and insightful examination of American society today. The
issues of race, identity, and social justice that Hughes explored in the
1930s continue to resonate in the 21st century, as we grapple with
persistent racial disparities and the ongoing struggle for equality.



The novel serves as a reminder that race is a complex and multifaceted
construct that shapes our experiences, opportunities, and relationships. It
challenges us to confront our own biases and to work towards a more just
and equitable society.

Langston Hughes: A Literary Pioneer

Langston Hughes was one of the most influential and celebrated writers of
the Harlem Renaissance. Born in Joplin, Missouri, in 1902, Hughes
emerged as a major voice in the world of poetry, fiction, and drama. He was
known for his powerful and evocative use of language, as well as his
unwavering commitment to social justice and the upliftment of African
Americans.

"The Ways of White Folks" is considered one of Hughes's most important
works. It demonstrates his keen understanding of the racial and social
dynamics of his time, and his ability to craft compelling narratives that shed
light on the human condition.

"The Ways of White Folks" by Langston Hughes is a timeless masterpiece
that continues to offer profound insights into the complexities of race and
society. Through its rich and complex characters, the novel explores the
experiences of African Americans in the early 20th century and sheds light
on the enduring challenges and racial divisions that continue to shape our
society today.

Hughes's novel is not only a work of historical significance but also a
compelling and thought-provoking read for anyone interested in exploring
the labyrinth of race and its impact on human lives. It is a reminder that the



fight for equality and justice is an ongoing struggle that requires our
constant attention and commitment.
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The Routledge International Handbook on Fear
of Crime

Fear of crime is a serious problem that can have a debilitating impact on
individuals and communities. It can lead to anxiety, depression, and even
physical illness. It can...
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