
The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide
Poetry is an art form that uses words to create a sensory experience. One
of the most important elements of poetry is sound. The sounds of words
can create a variety of effects, from creating a sense of rhythm and
movement to evoking emotions. In this brief guide, we will explore the
different ways that poets use sound to create their effects.
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Rhythm

Rhythm is one of the most basic elements of poetry. It is the pattern of
stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry. Rhythm can create a
sense of movement and energy, or it can be used to create a more
спокойный and reflective tone. For example, the following line from
William Blake's poem "The Tyger" uses a strong, regular rhythm to create a
sense of energy and excitement:

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, In the forests of the night;
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In contrast, the following line from John Keats' poem "Ode to a Nightingale"
uses a more gentle, flowing rhythm to create a more спокойный and
reflective tone:

My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains My sense, as though of
hemlock I had drunk,

Meter

Meter is a more specific type of rhythm that is based on the number of
stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry. There are many
different types of meters, each with its own unique sound and effect. For
example, the following line from William Shakespeare's sonnet "Sonnet 18"
is written in iambic pentameter, which is a meter that consists of five pairs
of stressed and unstressed syllables:

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?

Iambic pentameter is a very common meter in English poetry, and it is often
used to create a sense of formality and elegance.

Rhyme

Rhyme is another important element of sound in poetry. Rhyme occurs
when two words have the same sound at the end. Rhyme can be used to
create a sense of unity and coherence, or it can be used to create a more
playful and lighthearted tone. For example, the following lines from Samuel
Taylor Coleridge's poem "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" use rhyme to
create a sense of unity and coherence:

Water, water, everywhere, Nor any drop to drink.



In contrast, the following lines from Ogden Nash's poem "The
Hippopotamus" use rhyme to create a more playful and lighthearted tone:

The hippo's a big animal, With a skin that is very granimal.

Alliteration

Alliteration is a literary device that uses the repetition of consonant sounds
at the beginning of words. Alliteration can create a sense of rhythm and
movement, or it can be used to emphasize certain words or phrases. For
example, the following line from William Blake's poem "The Tyger" uses
alliteration to create a sense of rhythm and movement:

Tyger Tyger, burning bright,

In contrast, the following line from Gerard Manley Hopkins' poem "The
Windhover" uses alliteration to emphasize the word "windhover":

I caught this morning morning's minion, king- dom of daylight's dauphin,
dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding

Assonance

Assonance is a literary device that uses the repetition of vowel sounds
within words. Assonance can create a sense of harmony and unity, or it can
be used to create a more dissonant and jarring effect. For example, the
following line from Edgar Allan Poe's poem "The Raven" uses assonance
to create a sense of harmony and unity:

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,



In contrast, the following line from T.S. Eliot's poem "The Waste Land" uses
assonance to create a more dissonant and jarring effect:

I will show you fear in a handful of dust

Consonance

Consonance is a literary device that uses the repetition of consonant
sounds within words. Consonance can create a sense of rhythm and
movement, or it can be used to emphasize certain words or phrases. For
example, the following line from William Shakespeare's play "Hamlet" uses
consonance to create a sense of rhythm and movement:

To be or not to be, that is the question

In contrast, the following line from Emily Dickinson's poem "Because I
could not stop for Death" uses consonance to emphasize the word "death":

Because I could not stop for Death, He kindly stopped for me

Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia is a literary device that uses words that imitate sounds.
Onomatopoeia can be used to create a more realistic and immersive
experience for the reader. For example, the following line from Samuel
Taylor Coleridge's poem "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" uses
onomatopoeia to create a more realistic sound of the wind:

And now the STORM-BLAST came, and he Was tyrannous and strong: He
struck with his o'ertaking wings, And chased us south along.



Onomatopoeia can be a very effective way to create a sense of
atmosphere and to make the reader feel like they are actually experiencing
the events of the poem.

The sounds of poetry are an essential element of the art form. Poets use
sound to create a variety of effects, from creating a sense of rhythm and
movement to evoking emotions. By understanding the different ways that
poets use sound, we can better appreciate the richness and complexity of
poetry.
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