
The Secret History of Disco: An In-Depth Look
at the Genre That Changed the World
Origins of Disco

Disco music emerged in the early 1970s in the marginalized communities
of New York City, particularly in the African American and Latino
neighborhoods of Harlem, the Bronx, and Brooklyn. It was a fusion of funk,
soul, and Latin music, with a strong emphasis on rhythm and dance.

Turn the Beat Around: The Secret History of Disco
by Peter Shapiro

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 841 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 471 pages

One of the key figures in the development of disco was DJ Francis Grasso,
who began playing disco music at the Loft, a private club in Soho, in 1970.
The Loft quickly became a popular destination for dancers and music
lovers, and Grasso's eclectic mix of disco, soul, and funk helped to
popularize the genre.

Another important figure in the disco movement was Tom Moulton, a DJ
and remixer who helped to create the "disco sound" by adding extended
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intros and outros to disco songs, and by using equalization to boost the
bass and treble frequencies.

Mainstream Success

Disco music began to gain mainstream popularity in the mid-1970s, thanks
in part to the release of several hit songs, including "Love Train" by the
O'Jays, "Le Freak" by Chic, and "Stayin' Alive" by the Bee Gees. These
songs helped to bring disco to a wider audience, and soon disco clubs
were springing up all over the world.

Disco music also had a major impact on fashion and culture. The disco era
was characterized by its flamboyant fashion, which included platform
shoes, flared pants, and glitter. Disco also became a popular form of
dance, and dance clubs became a major part of the disco scene.

Decline of Disco

Disco music's popularity began to decline in the late 1970s. There were
several factors that contributed to disco's decline, including the rise of punk
rock, the backlash against disco's perceived commercialism, and the
changing demographics of the disco audience.

Punk rock was a reaction against the perceived excesses of disco music.
Punk bands such as the Sex Pistols and the Clash rejected disco's
polished sound and upbeat lyrics, and instead played raw, aggressive
music that reflected the disillusionment and anger of the punk generation.

The backlash against disco's commercialism was led by critics who argued
that disco music was too superficial and materialistic. They complained that



disco songs were all about dancing and having a good time, and that they
lacked any real substance or meaning.

The changing demographics of the disco audience also contributed to
disco's decline. In the early 1970s, disco music was popular with a wide
range of people, including African Americans, Latinos, gays, and whites.
However, as disco became more mainstream, the audience became
increasingly white and middle-class. This alienated many of disco's original
fans, who felt that the music had lost its authenticity and soul.

Legacy of Disco

Despite its decline in the late 1970s, disco music has had a lasting impact
on popular culture. Disco music's influence can be heard in many genres of
music, including pop, funk, soul, and house music. Disco's flamboyant
fashion and culture have also been revived in recent years, and disco-
themed parties and events are still popular today.

Disco music is a reminder that even the most popular genres of music can
have a short shelf life. However, disco music's legacy is secure, and it
continues to be celebrated by fans around the world.

The secret history of disco is a fascinating story of how a genre of music
that emerged from the marginalized communities of New York City became
a global phenomenon. Disco music's unique blend of funk, soul, and Latin
music, along with its emphasis on rhythm and dance, made it a powerful
force in popular culture. Disco music's legacy continues to live on today,
and it remains a popular genre of music for dancers and music lovers
around the world.
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