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In her debut novel, The New Burning Times, Susanna Clarke has crafted a
powerful and haunting tale of the Salem witch trials. The novel tells the
story of Mary Goode, a young woman who is accused of witchcraft and
must fight for her life.

Mary is a complex and sympathetic character. She is a strong and
independent woman, but she is also vulnerable and alone. When she is
accused of witchcraft, she is quickly condemned by the community. She is
tortured and imprisoned, and she comes close to being executed.

But Mary is not willing to give up. She fights for her life, and she eventually
wins her freedom. The New Burning Times is a story of hope and
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resilience. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always
hope.

Clarke's writing is beautiful and evocative. She brings the Salem witch trials
to life in all their horror and brutality. But she also shows us the courage
and resilience of the people who lived through them.

The New Burning Times is a must-read for anyone interested in history,
witchcraft, or women's rights. It is a powerful and moving novel that will stay
with you long after you finish it.

The Historical Context of the Salem Witch Trials

The Salem witch trials were a dark chapter in American history. In 1692,
over 200 people were accused of witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts.
Nineteen people were hanged, and one person was pressed to death.

The trials were sparked by a group of young women who began exhibiting
strange behavior. They complained of being pinched, pricked, and bitten by
invisible creatures. They also spoke in tongues and made strange noises.

The community quickly became convinced that the girls were possessed by
the devil. And soon, accusations of witchcraft began to fly.

The trials were a miscarriage of justice. Many of the accused were
innocent, and they were convicted based on flimsy evidence.

The New Burning Times is a powerful reminder of the dangers of mass
hysteria and prejudice. It is a story that is still relevant today.

The Characters in The New Burning Times



Mary Goode is the protagonist of The New Burning Times. She is a young
woman who is accused of witchcraft and must fight for her life.

Mary is a complex and sympathetic character. She is a strong and
independent woman, but she is also vulnerable and alone. When she is
accused of witchcraft, she is quickly condemned by the community. She is
tortured and imprisoned, and she comes close to being executed.

But Mary is not willing to give up. She fights for her life, and she eventually
wins her freedom. The New Burning Times is a story of hope and
resilience. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always
hope.

In addition to Mary, The New Burning Times features a cast of other well-
developed characters. These characters include:

John Goode: Mary's husband, who is also accused of witchcraft.

Reverend Samuel Parris: The minister of the Salem church, who is
one of the main instigators of the witch trials.

Ann Putnam: One of the young women who accuses Mary of
witchcraft.

Giles Corey: A farmer who is accused of witchcraft and is pressed to
death.

Clarke's characters are all believable and well-rounded. They are people
who are caught up in a whirlwind of events that they cannot control.

The Themes of The New Burning Times



The New Burning Times is a novel that explores a number of important
themes, including:

The dangers of mass hysteria and prejudice

The importance of hope and resilience

The power of women

Clarke's novel is a timely and important reminder of the dangers of mass
hysteria and prejudice. It is a story that is still relevant today.

The New Burning Times is also a story of hope and resilience. Mary Goode
is a strong and courageous woman who fights for her life. She is a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope.

Finally, The New Burning Times is a novel that celebrates the power of
women. Mary Goode is a strong and independent woman who refuses to
be silenced. She is a role model for women everywhere.

The New Burning Times is a powerful and haunting novel that will stay with
you long after you finish it. It is a story that is both timely and important. It is
a must-read for anyone interested in history, witchcraft, or women's rights.
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