
The Long Road to the Circus: A Journey
through the World of Acrobats, Clowns, and
Aerialists
The circus is a world of wonder and excitement, a place where anything is
possible. But behind the glitz and glamour, there is a long and difficult road
that leads to the circus ring. In her new book, The Long Road to the Circus,
author Sarah Jane Londré takes readers on a journey through the world of
acrobats, clowns, and aerialists. Through interviews with performers,
trainers, and historians, Londré reveals the challenges and rewards of life
in the circus.
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Londré begins her book by tracing the history of the circus, from its humble
beginnings in the 18th century to its present-day incarnation as a global
entertainment phenomenon. She then introduces us to a cast of characters
who have dedicated their lives to the circus. There's Orlando Pabst, a fifth-
generation circus performer who has traveled the world with his family's
circus. There's Mary Chipperfield, a former trapeze artist who now trains
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young performers at her own circus school. And there's Bello Nock, a clown
who has performed in circuses around the world.

Through the stories of these and other performers, Londré paints a vivid
picture of life in the circus. She describes the long hours of training, the
grueling travel schedule, and the financial challenges that circus performers
often face. But she also captures the sense of camaraderie and community
that exists among circus performers. She shows us how the circus is a
place where people from all walks of life can come together to create
something truly special.

The Long Road to the Circus is a fascinating and inspiring read. It is a book
that will appeal to anyone who has ever dreamed of running away to join
the circus. But it is also a book that will give readers a new appreciation for
the hard work and dedication that goes into creating the magic of the
circus.

The Challenges of Life in the Circus

Life in the circus is not for the faint of heart. Circus performers must be
physically fit, mentally tough, and willing to work long hours for little pay.
They must also be able to travel constantly and live in close quarters with
their fellow performers.

One of the biggest challenges that circus performers face is the physical
demands of their work. Acrobats and aerialists must be strong and agile,
and they must be able to perform complex maneuvers with precision.
Clowns must be able to entertain audiences of all ages, and they must be
able to improvise when things don't go according to plan.



The mental challenges of life in the circus can be just as demanding as the
physical challenges. Circus performers must be able to deal with the
pressure of performing in front of a live audience. They must also be able
to handle the rigors of travel and the loneliness of being away from home
for long periods of time.

Despite the challenges, many circus performers say that they wouldn't
trade their lives for anything. They love the excitement of the circus and the
sense of community that they feel among their fellow performers. They also
appreciate the opportunity to travel the world and to bring joy to audiences
of all ages.

The Rewards of Life in the Circus

While life in the circus can be challenging, it can also be incredibly
rewarding. Circus performers get to travel the world, meet new people, and
learn new skills. They also have the opportunity to bring joy to audiences of
all ages.

One of the biggest rewards of life in the circus is the sense of community
that performers feel among their fellow performers. Circus performers are
like a family, and they support each other through the good times and the
bad. They also share a love of the circus and a commitment to creating
something truly special.

Another reward of life in the circus is the opportunity to travel the world.
Circus performers get to see different cultures and meet people from all
walks of life. They also get to experience the excitement of performing in
front of different audiences.



Finally, circus performers get the opportunity to bring joy to audiences of all
ages. Whether they are making people laugh, gasp, or cry, circus
performers know that they are making a difference in the world. They are
creating memories that will last a lifetime.

The Long Road to the Circus is a fascinating and inspiring look at the world
of acrobats, clowns, and aerialists. Through interviews with performers,
trainers, and historians, author Sarah Jane Londré reveals the challenges
and rewards of life in the circus. This book is a must-read for anyone who
has ever dreamed of running away to join the circus.
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