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If you're a guitarist, you know that the fretboard can be a daunting place.
With so many notes and chords to learn, it can be hard to know where to
start. That's where fretboard roadmaps come in.

Fretboard roadmaps are visual representations of the fretboard that can
help you learn the notes and chords you need to know. They can also help
you visualize the relationships between different notes and chords, which
can make it easier to improvise and play solos.

In this article, we'll discuss the essential patterns that all the pros know and
use fretboard roadmaps. We'll also provide some tips on how to use
fretboard roadmaps to improve your guitar playing.

The CAGED System

The CAGED system is one of the most popular fretboard roadmaps. It's
based on the five open position chords: C, A, G, E, and D. These chords
are all movable, which means you can play them anywhere on the
fretboard.

The CAGED system helps you to visualize the relationships between
different notes and chords. For example, you can see that the C chord is
made up of the notes C, E, and G. The A chord is made up of the notes A,
C#, and E. And the G chord is made up of the notes G, B, and D.

By understanding the relationships between different notes and chords, you
can start to see the fretboard as a more logical place. This can make it
easier to learn new chords and scales, and to improvise and play solos.
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The 3NPS System

The 3NPS system is another popular fretboard roadmap. It's based on the
three note per string (3NPS) concept. This concept states that you can play
any scale or chord on the guitar using just three notes per string.

The 3NPS system helps you to visualize the fretboard in a more linear way.
This can make it easier to learn scales and arpeggios, and to connect
different parts of the fretboard.

The Circle of Fifths

The circle of fifths is a diagram that shows the relationships between the 12
notes of the chromatic scale. It's a valuable tool for understanding music
theory, and it can also be used as a fretboard roadmap.

The circle of fifths shows you the notes that are a perfect fifth apart. For
example, the note C is a perfect fifth apart from the note G. The note G is a
perfect fifth apart from the note D. And so on.

By understanding the relationships between the notes on the circle of fifths,
you can start to see the fretboard as a more connected place. This can
make it easier to learn new chords and scales, and to improvise and play
solos.

Tips for Using Fretboard Roadmaps

Here are a few tips for using fretboard roadmaps to improve your guitar
playing:

Start by learning the basic patterns. The CAGED system and the
3NPS system are two of the most popular fretboard roadmaps. Start



by learning these patterns, and then you can start to explore other
patterns.

Use fretboard roadmaps to visualize the relationships between
different notes and chords. This can help you to understand music
theory, and to learn new chords and scales more easily.

Use fretboard roadmaps to improvise and play solos. By
understanding the relationships between different notes and chords,
you can start to see the fretboard as a more logical place. This can
make it easier to improvise and play solos.

Fretboard roadmaps are a valuable tool for guitarists of all levels. They can
help you to learn the notes and chords you need to know, to visualize the
relationships between different notes and chords, and to improvise and
play solos.

If you're serious about improving your guitar playing, I encourage you to
learn more about fretboard roadmaps. They can be a great help on your
journey to becoming a better guitarist.
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