
Snow Falling on Cedars: A Comprehensive
SparkNotes Literature Guide
David Guterson's 1994 novel, Snow Falling on Cedars, won the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction and has captivated readers with its intricate plot,
exploration of racial prejudice, and deeply human characters. This
SparkNotes Literature Guide provides a comprehensive analysis of the
novel, offering insights into its themes, characters, plot, and symbolism.
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Themes

Racial prejudice: The novel explores the deep-rooted racism in the
fictional town of San Piedro Island towards its Japanese American
residents, particularly during World War II.

Memory and the past: Characters grapple with the memories of the
past, both personal and historical, and how they shape their present.

FREE

https://ebook.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjUrWHJCRTdMXC95S2xSdTJoOW00ZndkOFo4RHJ6amNRY2JQZ1AybTBNeEFlVVZHYUZMdEFmYlI4N0dDbjUzbE9NVU9QaTNWRjUydUZXbHBJbmVjQU5SZ1BxTEtPUDZaYlBLMDRLN08xbTJVMFZDbzQzalBUWlwvb1JVaGZSc2ltTTVNcWJSeU5SZGo4V2xjZU93ZkRmQWhrbTVuODU4aktcL0R6Z2V4elwvMjZGQjExMFdWT1dHOEN4eXJcLzhuRjhjRkhObWZmejdYdnl6QzRyMEtQdDBCSElOZ2xoTnNcL1lyenEwU244V2xPN3dtYjQ9IiwiaXYiOiI0MDNhMjZkZmMwZTdhNjBlYWVkYjU1MWQxNTZhYzdlNyIsInMiOiI5ZjZlODBmNTQ2NzE4MjkxIn0%3D
https://ebook.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlVvVXVHdVc2RDA5QmdcL0ZqeGErWFhwVWdiaGJ1bXA1VDdCWmgxQ3pFMm00eXM3cmQ0c1BtK3MwMFVacFNucHB1T0c1b2xpbVJiN3ZvXC9KU0xnYUg3Z2JiMGR2SDZReDNoVWM2djVzZTd0aE1sRUNBdWEyaUcrVlpHRUt2T1VwUHRvRkRXbnVlNkhiZ2Flbk5KRWY3UDFqXC96c3FpNFF2WFpKdStZbGwrTVhpWUw1MG1ZQ3phY1p3eXp0cEZnSWJzZmYwRXZYZXNnWE1OQlNXWG1OUmJjMjFHeG9SVHphMFg1S25aUHFIblwvMVdFPSIsIml2IjoiZjMwMWZjMWQzZTM2MmMwZTg1Y2Q3ZmJiNGMyMjUwMzgiLCJzIjoiN2JhNmVmNTc5Njk4YzE1YyJ9
https://ebook.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlBtbEhSbloxY1hVUWxFWFMzSkZxY1QzUE5CbVlmelpBK0wrNDJFRndlbWxiMEZwbzlsQ0N4RlQ2Vm5tbGl3STNCbjR3aXdBUVwvS1JmMUcyc1ZERG1QSzlUa3hXSld3a2JHVDB4OVExVnBjbWpsVXhXZFwvNTRnSFdybjQwUUYwUnlvZUlPWmdxT1JRTTZvNFwvakRKeGZqWkRzS05wY1N5YTlcL2taSXlwTFZSeXF2N0djQVwvQ1RCUUJcL3VndVpPcERqeW13RGJ3YjRrWGIyQkNcL0QwZmhTRG5hTzU1VmIxQjJhMEU1VUY3TnVyQ3cwPSIsIml2IjoiOTljM2NhNjUyZmJkMWIxOWFmOTZjYWFhODhkOGYxY2IiLCJzIjoiN2Y0YmQ2ZjQ2NjE2ZDY2MCJ9


Redemption and forgiveness: Guterson examines the possibility of
redemption and forgiveness in the wake of tragedy and injustice.

Characters

Ishmael Chambers: The protagonist, a Japanese American fisherman
accused of murdering a white fisherman.

Hatsue Imada: Ishmael's wife, who is pregnant with their second child.

Nels Gudmundson: The prosecutor in Ishmael's trial and a former
friend.

Arthur Chambers: Ishmael's father, who was imprisoned in a
Japanese internment camp during World War II.

Etta Heine: A white woman who testifies against Ishmael in court.

Plot

The novel begins with the arrest of Ishmael Chambers for the murder of
Carl Heine, a white fisherman. The story unfolds through flashbacks as
Ishmael's trial progresses, revealing the complex relationships between the
characters and the deep-seated racial tensions that exist in the community.

As the trial unfolds, secrets are revealed, and the characters must confront
their past and present actions. The jury's eventual verdict highlights the
challenges of seeking justice in a society tainted by prejudice.

Symbolism

The snow: The snow that falls throughout the novel represents
purification and renewal, as well as the isolation and silence that
permeate the community.



The cedars: The tall, majestic cedars on San Piedro Island symbolize
resilience and strength, as well as the enduring bonds between the
characters.

The salmon: The salmon fished by Ishmael and his fellow fishermen
represent both sustenance and the cycle of life and death.

Snow Falling on Cedars is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that
explores the complexities of human nature, the consequences of prejudice,
and the enduring power of hope and resilience. This SparkNotes Literature
Guide provides essential insights into the novel's themes, characters, plot,
and symbolism, offering readers a deeper understanding of David
Guterson's masterpiece.
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The Routledge International Handbook on Fear
of Crime
Fear of crime is a serious problem that can have a debilitating impact on
individuals and communities. It can lead to anxiety, depression, and even
physical illness. It can...

The Fast Track Inbound Marketing Roadmap: A
Step-by-Step Guide to Success
Inbound marketing is a powerful way to attract, engage, and delight
customers. But it can be tough to know where to start, especially if
you're...
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