
Searching for the Memory and Lost Grave of
John Paul Jones: A Legendary Naval Hero's
Forgotten Legacy
John Paul Jones, the legendary naval hero of the American Revolutionary
War, is a figure shrouded in mystery and intrigue. His daring raids and
victories at sea have earned him a place in history as one of the greatest
naval commanders of all time. However, the final resting place of this
enigmatic figure has remained a mystery for centuries, leaving behind a
trail of unanswered questions and forgotten memories.

Born in Scotland in 1747, John Paul Jones embarked on a life at sea at a
young age. He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming a captain in the
Continental Navy during the American Revolutionary War. His most famous
victory came in 1779, when he captured the British warship HMS Serapis in
a fierce battle off the coast of Scotland. This victory cemented his
reputation as a brilliant naval tactician and a fearless leader.
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After the war, Jones served in the Russian Navy and later in the French
Navy. He died in Paris in 1792 at the age of 45. His body was buried in a
Protestant cemetery in Paris, but the exact location of his grave has been
lost to time.

The Search for the Lost Grave

For centuries, historians and researchers have searched for the lost grave
of John Paul Jones. In the 19th century, several expeditions were launched
to locate his remains, but all proved unsuccessful. In 2016, a new team of
researchers, led by historian Charles Neimeyer, embarked on a renewed
search for Jones' grave.

Neimeyer and his team spent years combing through historical records and
searching the archives of the Protestant cemetery in Paris. They eventually
identified a likely candidate for Jones' grave: a simple headstone with the
inscription "John Paul Jones, 1747-1792, American." However, the
headstone was missing its cross, and there was no way to be certain that it
actually marked the resting place of the naval hero.

To confirm their findings, Neimeyer's team arranged for the grave to be
exhumed. In 2018, a team of forensic anthropologists carefully excavated
the remains and conducted DNA testing. The results of the DNA testing
were inconclusive, but they did not rule out the possibility that the remains
belonged to John Paul Jones.

The Forgotten Memory

While the search for John Paul Jones' lost grave continues, his legacy as a
naval hero has faded from public memory. In the United States, Jones is
often overshadowed by other Revolutionary War figures, such as George



Washington and John Adams. However, Jones' contributions to the war
were significant, and his story deserves to be remembered.

Jones was a brilliant naval strategist and a courageous leader. He was also
a man of principle, who fought for what he believed in. His legacy is one of
perseverance, sacrifice, and unwavering dedication to his country.

Rekindling the Memory

In recent years, there has been a growing movement to rekindle the
memory of John Paul Jones. In 2019, the US Navy commissioned a new
destroyer, the USS John Paul Jones, in his honor. The ship is the first
destroyer to be named after Jones since the USS Paul Jones, which was
decommissioned in 1954.

In addition, several historical societies and organizations are working to
preserve Jones' legacy. The John Paul Jones Memorial Association in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, maintains a museum dedicated to his life and
achievements. The association also organizes annual events to
commemorate Jones' birthday and other important dates in his life.

The search for the lost grave of John Paul Jones may never be fully
resolved. However, his legacy as a naval hero and a patriot will continue to
inspire future generations.
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