
Origins to the Present: Columbia Studies in
Terrorism and Irregular Warfare

Terrorism and irregular warfare have been enduring challenges for nations
throughout history. Columbia University has been at the forefront of
research and scholarship on these critical topics for decades, through the
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Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare (CSTIW) program.
This article delves into the origins, evolution, and significant contributions of
CSTIW, highlighting its long-standing commitment to advancing our
understanding of terrorism and irregular warfare, and providing
policymakers and practitioners with cutting-edge insights.
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Origins: Laying the Foundation

The roots of CSTIW can be traced back to the early 1980s, when Columbia
University recognized the growing significance of terrorism and irregular
warfare as global security threats. In 1983, the university established the
Program on Terrorism, led by Dr. Brian Jenkins, a renowned expert on
terrorism and a prominent figure in the field. The program's mission was to
conduct rigorous research, provide policy analysis, and educate students
on the complexities of terrorism.
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Evolution: Expanding the Scope

As the landscape of terrorism and irregular warfare continued to evolve, so
did CSTIW. In the 1990s, the program broadened its scope to encompass
not only terrorism but also irregular warfare, recognizing the interconnected
nature of these threats. The program's name was officially changed to the
Program on Terrorism and Irregular Warfare (PTIW) in 1999, reflecting this
expanded focus.

PTIW established a robust research agenda, investigating a wide range of
topics including terrorist recruitment, radicalization, counterterrorism
strategies, and the use of irregular warfare tactics by non-state actors. The
program's scholars and researchers engaged in field research, conducted
policy analysis, and published their findings in leading academic journals
and policy reports.

Significant Contributions

Over the past four decades, CSTIW has made numerous significant
contributions to the field of terrorism and irregular warfare studies. Some of
the program's most notable achievements include:

Research Excellence:

CSTIW scholars have consistently produced groundbreaking research that
has advanced our understanding of terrorism and irregular warfare. Their
work has been published in top academic journals, cited by policymakers,
and used to inform counterterrorism and counterinsurgency strategies.

Policy Impact:



CSTIW's research has had a direct impact on policymaking at the highest
levels of government. The program's experts have provided testimony
before Congress, consulted with government agencies, and advised
international organizations on terrorism and irregular warfare issues. Their
insights have helped shape policies and inform decision-making.

Education and Training:

CSTIW offers a Master of Arts in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare (MA-TIW)
degree, providing students with a comprehensive understanding of these
critical issues. The program's graduates have gone on to successful
careers in government, the military, law enforcement, and the private
sector.

Global Outreach:

CSTIW has established partnerships with universities, research centers,
and policymakers around the world. The program has organized
conferences, workshops, and training programs to share knowledge and
foster collaboration on terrorism and irregular warfare issues.

Current Landscape

In recent years, CSTIW has continued to adapt to the evolving challenges
posed by terrorism and irregular warfare. The program has expanded its
research focus to include emerging issues such as cyberterrorism, violent
extremism, and the use of social media by terrorist and insurgent groups.

CSTIW maintains a strong commitment to interdisciplinary research,
drawing upon expertise from fields such as political science, sociology,
psychology, and economics. The program's scholars collaborate with



practitioners and policymakers to ensure that their research is relevant and
impactful.

Future Directions

As the world continues to face the threats of terrorism and irregular
warfare, CSTIW is well-positioned to play a vital role in advancing our
understanding of these complex issues. The program is committed to:

* Conducting cutting-edge research that informs policymaking and provides
practical insights for practitioners * Educating the next generation of
experts in terrorism and irregular warfare * Fostering collaboration and
knowledge-sharing among scholars, policymakers, and practitioners
worldwide

Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare has been at the
forefront of research, scholarship, and education on terrorism and irregular
warfare for decades. The program's long legacy of excellence has left an
enduring mark on the field, and its contributions continue to shape our
understanding of these critical threats.

As the challenges of terrorism and irregular warfare evolve, CSTIW
remains committed to providing innovative research, policy analysis, and
educational programs that empower policymakers, practitioners, and
scholars to address these complex issues effectively. By bridging the gap
between academia and the real world, CSTIW continues to play a vital role
in maintaining security and stability in an ever-changing world.
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