Multispecies Ethnography in Indigenous
Brazil: Exploring the Interconnections
Between Humans and Non-Humans

In the lush and diverse ecosystems of indigenous Brazil, human
communities have long coexisted with a rich tapestry of non-human
species, forming intricate relationships that have shaped both human and
non-human worlds. In recent years, a growing number of anthropologists
and ethnobiologists have turned their attention to studying these
interconnections through the lens of multispecies ethnography.
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Multispecies ethnography is an approach to anthropological research that
recognizes the agency and significance of non-human species in human
societies. It seeks to understand how humans and non-humans interact,
communicate, and shape each other's lives. By studying these
relationships, multispecies ethnography offers insights into the complex
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ways in which humans and non-humans coexist and depend on each other
for survival.

Louann Atkins Temple's Work in Multispecies Ethnography

One of the pioneers of multispecies ethnography in indigenous Brazil is
Louann Atkins Temple, an anthropologist and ethnobiologist at the
University of California, Berkeley. Temple's research has focused on the
indigenous Kaxinawa people of western Amazonia, who have a deep and
multifaceted relationship with the local flora and fauna.

In her book "Kaxinawa Ethnography: The Anthropology of a Native
Amazonian People," Temple explores the Kaxinawa's understanding of
their environment as a living, sentient being. She argues that the Kaxinawa
do not view humans as separate from the rest of nature, but rather as part
of a complex web of interconnected relationships.

Temple's research has shown that the Kaxinawa have a deep
understanding of the medicinal properties of plants and animals, and they
use this knowledge to treat a wide range of illnesses. She has also
documented the Kaxinawa's hunting and fishing practices, which are based
on a deep respect for the animals they hunt and fish.

Methodologies and Ethical Considerations in Multispecies
Ethnography

Multispecies ethnography presents unique methodological and ethical
challenges for researchers. One of the key challenges is how to represent
the perspectives of non-human species in ethnography. Temple and other
multispecies ethnographers have employed a variety of methods to
address this challenge, including:



= Participant observation: Researchers spend extended periods of time
living with indigenous communities, observing and recording
interactions between humans and non-humans.

= |nterviews and conversations: Researchers conduct interviews with
indigenous people to gain their perspectives on their relationships with
non-humans.

= Ethnobotanical and ethnozoological studies: Researchers study the
indigenous people's knowledge and use of plants and animals, which
can provide insights into their relationships with the natural world.

Multispecies ethnographers also face important ethical considerations in
their research. They must respect the rights of both human and non-human
participants, and they must take care not to harm or exploit the animals or
plants they study.

The Importance of Multispecies Ethnography for Indigenous
Worldviews and Environmental Sustainability

Multispecies ethnography has the potential to make significant
contributions to our understanding of indigenous worldviews and the
importance of interspecies relationships for the well-being of both humans
and the environment.

By documenting the complex ways in which indigenous people interact with
their environments, multispecies ethnography can help us to challenge
Western notions of human exceptionalism and to appreciate the
interconnectedness of all living things.



Additionally, multispecies ethnography can provide valuable insights into
the importance of biodiversity conservation. By understanding the close
relationships between indigenous people and the plants and animals
around them, we can gain a better understanding of the potential impacts
of human activities on ecosystems and the importance of preserving these
relationships for the long-term sustainability of both human and non-human
communities.

Multispecies ethnography is an emerging field of research that is providing
new insights into the complex relationships between humans and non-
humans. By studying these relationships, multispecies ethnographers are
challenging traditional anthropological approaches and offering new
perspectives on the interconnectedness of all living things.

The work of Louann Atkins Temple and other multispecies ethnographers is
helping us to understand the importance of interspecies relationships for
the well-being of both humans and the environment. It is our hope that this
research will continue to contribute to our knowledge of indigenous
worldviews and to inspire us to live in greater harmony with the natural

world.
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