
Mesa Verde National Park Road Guide: A
Guide to Discovery
Mesa Verde National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage site located in the
southwestern United States. The park is home to some of the best-
preserved cliff dwellings in North America. These dwellings were built by
the Ancestral Puebloans, who lived in the area from around 600 to 1300
AD.
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Mesa Verde National Park is a great place to explore history, culture, and
nature. Visitors can take a scenic drive through the park, hike to cliff
dwellings, and learn about the Ancestral Puebloans.

Scenic Drives
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There are two main scenic drives in Mesa Verde National Park: the Mesa
Top Loop Road and the Wetherill Mesa Road.

Mesa Top Loop Road: This 6-mile road winds through the heart of
Mesa Verde National Park. The road offers stunning views of the
park's canyons, mesas, and cliff dwellings. The drive takes about 2
hours to complete.

Wetherill Mesa Road: This 12-mile road leads to the park's most
remote cliff dwellings. The road is rough and dusty, but it is worth the
drive for the incredible views. The drive takes about 1 hour to
complete.

Cliff Dwellings

There are over 4,000 cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde National Park. These
dwellings were built by the Ancestral Puebloans, who lived in the area from
around 600 to 1300 AD.

The cliff dwellings are located in the park's canyons and mesas. The
dwellings are made of sandstone and mud. They vary in size from small,
one-room structures to large, multi-room complexes.

Some of the most popular cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde National Park
include:

Cliff Palace: This is the largest cliff dwelling in North America. It has
over 150 rooms and can accommodate up to 1,000 people.

Spruce Tree House: This cliff dwelling is known for its beautiful spruce
trees. The trees grow right out of the cliff face, and they provide shade



and shelter for the ruins.

Balcony House: This cliff dwelling is located on a high cliff. The
balcony offers stunning views of the surrounding canyon.

Hiking Trails

There are many hiking trails in Mesa Verde National Park. The trails range
in length from easy to challenging. Some of the most popular trails include:

Mesa Top Trail: This 6-mile trail follows the rim of Mesa Verde. The
trail offers stunning views of the park's canyons, mesas, and cliff
dwellings.

Cliff Palace Loop Trail: This 1-mile trail leads to Cliff Palace, the
largest cliff dwelling in North America.

Spruce Tree House Trail: This 0.5-mile trail leads to Spruce Tree
House, a cliff dwelling known for its beautiful spruce trees.

Planning Your Visit

Mesa Verde National Park is open year-round. However, the best time to
visit is during the spring or fall. The weather is mild during these seasons,
and the crowds are smaller.

To enter the park, you will need to pay an entrance fee. The fee is $30 per
vehicle. You can also purchase an annual pass for $55. The annual pass is
valid for one year from the date of purchase.

Once you are in the park, you can explore at your own pace. There are
many things to see and do, so you may want to plan to spend at least two
or three days in the park.



Here are some tips for planning your visit:

Book your accommodations in advance, especially if you are visiting
during peak season.

Bring plenty of water and snacks, as there are no food or drink
services available in the park.

Wear comfortable shoes, as you will be ng a lot of walking.

Be sure to take your time and explore the park at your own pace.

Mesa Verde National Park is a beautiful and fascinating place to visit. The
park's cliff dwellings, scenic drives, and hiking trails offer a unique glimpse
into the history and culture of the Ancestral Puebloans.

If you are planning a trip to the southwestern United States, be sure to add
Mesa Verde National Park to your itinerary.
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