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Early Life and Immigration

John Mackey was born in 1854 in a small village in Russia. As a young
man, he immigrated to the United States with his family in search of a
better life. They settled in New York City, where Mackey found work as a
pedaler, or bicycle courier.

The Rise of Cycling in the United States

In the late 1800s, cycling was becoming increasingly popular in the United
States. However, bicycles were still relatively expensive, and most people
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could not afford to own one. Mackey saw an opportunity to make cycling
more accessible to the masses.

In 1882, Mackey founded the John P. Mackey Cycle Company. The
company manufactured and sold high-quality bicycles at affordable prices.
Mackey's bicycles quickly became popular, and he soon became one of the
leading bicycle manufacturers in the United States.

Mackey's Innovations

Mackey was not only a successful businessman, but he was also an
innovator. He made several important contributions to the development of
cycling, including:

* The invention of the coaster brake, which allowed cyclists to stop their
bicycles without using their hands. * The development of the safety bicycle,
which was more stable and easier to ride than previous designs. * The
establishment of the League of American Wheelmen, a national
organization that promoted cycling and advocated for better roads and
cycling infrastructure.

Mackey's Legacy

John Mackey played a pivotal role in the development of cycling in the
United States. His affordable bicycles made cycling accessible to the
masses, and his innovations helped to make cycling safer and more
enjoyable. Mackey's legacy continues to this day, as cycling remains a
popular form of transportation and recreation.

Additional Information



John Mackey was a devout Jew. He was active in the Jewish community
and served as president of the New York Hebrew Cyclist Club.

Mackey's business was not always successful. He filed for bankruptcy in
1898. However, he continued to work in the cycling industry until his death
in 1912.

Mackey was inducted into the United States Bicycling Hall of Fame in 1996.

John Mackey was a true pioneer of cycling. He helped to make cycling
more accessible, safer, and more enjoyable for everyone. His legacy
continues to this day, as cycling remains a popular form of transportation
and recreation.
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