Fun Facts About Galaxies: Astronomy for
Kids

Galaxies are vast collections of stars, gas, and dust. They come in different
shapes and sizes, and they can be found all over the universe. Here are
some fun facts about galaxies that will amaze you.

1. The Milky Way is a galaxy

Our own solar system is located in a galaxy called the Milky Way. The Milky
Way is a spiral galaxy, which means that it has a flat, disk-shaped structure
with a central bulge. The Milky Way is about 100,000 light-years across and
contains about 100 billion stars.
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2. There are billions of galaxies in the universe

Astronomers estimate that there are about 2 trillion galaxies in the
observable universe. This is just a small fraction of the total number of
galaxies that may exist, as there are many galaxies that are too faint to be
seen with our current telescopes.

3. Galaxies come in different shapes
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Galaxies come in a variety of shapes, including spirals, ellipticals, and
irregulars. Spiral galaxies have a flat, disk-shaped structure with a central
bulge. Elliptical galaxies are round or oval-shaped, and they do not have a
central bulge. Irregular galaxies have no regular shape.
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Different types of galaxies

4. The largest galaxy in the universe is IC 1101
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The largest known galaxy in the universe is IC 1101. It is a supergiant
elliptical galaxy that is located about 1 billion light-years away. IC 1101 is
about 6 million light-years across and contains about 100 trillion stars.

Milky Way Andromeda

Galaxy Galaxy IC 1101

5. The smallest galaxy in the universe is Segue 1

The smallest known galaxy in the universe is Segue 1. It is a dwarf
spheroidal galaxy that is located about 75 million light-years away. Segue 1
is only about 3,000 light-years across and contains about 100,000 stars.
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Segue 1

6. Galaxies are moving away from each other

Astronomers have discovered that galaxies are moving away from each
other at an accelerating rate. This is known as the expansion of the
universe. The expansion of the universe is one of the most important
discoveries in modern cosmology.

7. The Big Bang theory explains how galaxies formed

The Big Bang theory is the leading scientific theory for how the universe
began. According to the Big Bang theory, the universe began about 13.8
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billion years ago with a very hot, dense state. The universe then expanded
and cooled, and galaxies began to form.

8. Galaxies contain black holes

Black holes are regions of spacetime where gravity is so strong that
nothing, not even light, can escape. Black holes are often found at the
centers of galaxies.

9. Galaxies are home to stars, planets, and other celestial objects

Galaxies are home to a variety of celestial objects, including stars, planets,
moons, asteroids, and comets. Stars are the most common type of celestial
object in galaxies. Planets are objects that orbit stars. Moons are objects
that orbit planets. Asteroids are small, rocky objects that orbit the sun.
Comets are objects that are made of ice and dust.

10. Galaxies are beautiful

Galaxies are some of the most beautiful objects in the universe. They are
often photographed by astronomers and space enthusiasts. Galaxies are a
reminder of the vastness and beauty of the universe.



Galaxies are fascinating objects that are full of mystery and wonder. They
are a reminder of the vastness and beauty of the universe. As we continue
to explore galaxies, we will learn more about their history, composition, and

evolution.
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