
Cargo Maria El Aaraj: An Oasis of Art Amidst
the Moroccan Shores

A Maritime Past, an Artistic Future

Nestled on the picturesque shores of Essaouira, Morocco, Cargo Maria El
Aaraj is a testament to the transformative power of art. Once a humble
cargo ship, it has been ingeniously repurposed into an extraordinary art
space, offering a captivating blend of history, culture, and creativity.
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The ship's origins can be traced back to its construction in the Netherlands
in 1954. After decades of service traversing the seas, it found its final
resting place in Morocco, where it was destined for a remarkable
transformation.

The Visionary Behind the Metamorphosis

The mastermind behind Cargo Maria El Aaraj's rebirth was Hassan Hajjaj,
a Moroccan-British artist renowned for his vibrant and thought-provoking
works. Inspired by the ship's industrial charm and the vibrant energy of
Essaouira, Hajjaj embarked on a mission to create a sanctuary for art and
community.

Under his visionary guidance, the cargo ship underwent an extensive
renovation. The ship's original structure was meticulously preserved, while
its interior was infused with a dash of Moroccan flair and a touch of modern
sophistication.

Exploring the Galleries and Exhibitions

Stepping into Cargo Maria El Aaraj is an experience that awakens the
senses. The ship's cavernous hold has been transformed into a labyrinth of
galleries, each showcasing a diverse range of artistic expressions.
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Visitors are greeted by a captivating collection of Hajjaj's own works,
including his iconic "My Rockstars" series. These vibrant portraits celebrate
the everyday heroes of Morocco, capturing their spirit and resilience
through bold colors and eclectic patterns.

Beyond Hajjaj's gallery, the ship houses a rotating roster of exhibitions
featuring both established and emerging artists from Morocco and beyond.
From contemporary paintings and sculptures to multimedia installations,
the exhibitions offer a kaleidoscope of artistic perspectives, challenging
preconceptions and sparking meaningful conversations.

A Space for Creativity and Collaboration

Cargo Maria El Aaraj is not merely an art space; it is a vibrant hub for
creativity and collaboration. The ship provides a platform for artists to
exchange ideas, experiment with new techniques, and showcase their
talents to a global audience.

The ship's deck serves as an outdoor exhibition space, hosting live
performances, workshops, and community events. It is a place where art
spills beyond the confines of the galleries, engaging the public in
meaningful ways.

The Heart of Essaouira's Art Scene

Cargo Maria El Aaraj has become an integral part of Essaouira's vibrant art
scene. The ship's unique character and diverse programming have
attracted a loyal following of art enthusiasts, both locals and visitors alike.

Regular events, such as the "Art De Kala" festival, bring together artists,
collectors, and art lovers from around the world to celebrate Moroccan art



and culture. Cargo Maria El Aaraj has also played a pivotal role in
promoting emerging Moroccan artists, providing them with a platform to
showcase their talents and gain international recognition.

A Symbol of Transformation and Inspiration

The story of Cargo Maria El Aaraj is a testament to the transformative
power of art. From its humble beginnings as a cargo ship to its current
incarnation as an artistic sanctuary, the ship embodies the spirit of
innovation and the belief in the transformative power of creativity.

Cargo Maria El Aaraj is more than just an art space; it is a symbol of hope
and inspiration for Essaouira and beyond. It stands as a reminder that even
in the most unexpected of places, art has the ability to ignite imaginations,
bridge cultures, and create positive change.

Cargo Maria El Aaraj is a must-visit destination for anyone seeking a
unique and captivating art experience in Morocco. Immerse yourself in the
ship's enchanting atmosphere, discover the vibrant works of talented
artists, and be inspired by the transformative power of art.

As the sun sets over Essaouira, casting a warm glow on Cargo Maria El
Aaraj, the ship continues to stand as a beacon of creativity and cultural
exchange. It is a place where art thrives, imaginations soar, and the future
of Moroccan art is being shaped.
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