
Awareness Of The Foreign In Published
Works About Cowichan Woolworking
Cowichan woolworking, a traditional Indigenous art form practiced by the
Cowichan people of British Columbia, Canada, has garnered significant
attention and appreciation in contemporary times. However, the narratives
surrounding Cowichan woolworking predominantly focus on its Indigenous
origins and cultural significance, often overlooking the influence of foreign
elements that have shaped its evolution over time. This article aims to shed
light on the awareness of foreign influences in published works about
Cowichan woolworking, exploring the ways in which external factors have
intertwined with Indigenous traditions to create a rich tapestry of cultural
exchange.

Historical Context

The Cowichan people have a long history of woolworking, with
archaeological evidence suggesting that they have been practicing this
craft for over 2,000 years. The distinctive Cowichan sweater, characterized
by its intricate geometric designs and warm, cozy texture, emerged in the
mid-19th century. During this period, the Cowichan people had extensive
interactions with European settlers and traders, leading to the of new
materials and techniques.
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Influence of European Textiles

One of the most notable foreign influences on Cowichan woolworking was
the of European textiles, particularly wool yarn and cloth. Prior to European
contact, the Cowichan people used primarily dog hair and mountain goat
wool for their woolworking. However, the availability of imported European
wool yarn provided them with a wider range of colors and textures to work
with, expanding their creative possibilities.

The influence of European textiles can be seen in the incorporation of new
design elements into Cowichan sweaters. For example, the use of stripes,
plaids, and floral motifs became more common, reflecting the popular
textile patterns of the time. Additionally, the adoption of European spinning
and weaving techniques allowed the Cowichan people to create more
complex and sophisticated garments.

Influence of Victorian Fashion

The Victorian era, with its emphasis on elaborate clothing and
ornamentation, also had a significant impact on Cowichan woolworking.
The Cowichan people began to incorporate Victorian fashion elements into
their sweaters, such as lace, ribbons, and buttons. They also adopted the
practice of adding decorative fringes and tassels to their garments, creating
a more refined and fashionable look.
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The influence of Victorian fashion can be seen in the emergence of "fancy
sweaters," which were designed specifically for formal occasions. These
sweaters featured intricate beadwork, embroidery, and other
embellishments, showcasing the Cowichan people's ability to adapt to
changing tastes and trends.

Influence of Tourism and Commerce

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw a surge in tourism to the Pacific
Northwest, including the Cowichan Valley. This increased exposure to
Cowichan woolworking led to a growing demand for these unique garments
among non-Indigenous collectors and tourists. In response to this demand,
the Cowichan people began to produce sweaters specifically for sale to
outsiders.

The influence of tourism and commerce on Cowichan woolworking can be
seen in the development of new sweater designs that catered to the tastes
of non-Indigenous buyers. Sweaters became more standardized in size
and shape, and the use of bright, contrasting colors became more
prevalent. Additionally, the Cowichan people began to incorporate non-
traditional motifs, such as animals and landscapes, into their designs to
appeal to a wider audience.

Contemporary Influences

In recent decades, Cowichan woolworking has continued to evolve,
incorporating influences from contemporary art, fashion, and popular
culture. Artists and designers have experimented with new materials,
techniques, and design concepts, creating innovative and groundbreaking
works that push the boundaries of traditional Cowichan woolworking.



The influence of contemporary culture can be seen in the use of
unconventional materials, such as recycled fabrics and synthetic yarns.
Artists have also explored new design approaches, such as abstract
expressionism and pop art, to create unique and eye-catching works.
Additionally, the incorporation of Cowichan woolworking elements into
contemporary fashion has further expanded its reach and popularity.

The awareness of foreign influence in published works about Cowichan
woolworking reveals a complex and multifaceted story of cultural exchange
and adaptation. Over time, the Cowichan people have skillfully integrated
external elements into their traditional art form, creating a rich tapestry that
reflects both their Indigenous heritage and the ongoing dialogue between
cultures.

By acknowledging the foreign influences that have shaped Cowichan
woolworking, we gain a deeper understanding of its cultural significance
and the dynamic nature of Indigenous art. This awareness encourages us
to appreciate the interconnectedness of art forms across cultures and the
ways in which they evolve and adapt over time.
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